PRESS RELEASE

IOCL lays Hazardous LNG Pipeline in Ennore Creek Earmarked for
Remediation by NGT Committee

Chennai- 19th September 2018

While experts appointed by the NGT have recommended a scientific
remediation of the polluted Ennore Creek wetlands, Indian Oil Corporation
Limited has been locating a LNG Pipeline across the wetland without any
mandatory legal sanctions. In complete disregard to environmental concerns
and the rule of the land, two roads have been laid across the wetlands to
facilitate the movement of heavy machineries employed by IOCL for the
LNG Pipeline connecting Kamarajar Port in Ennore to Manali Industrial
Estate. The work is being carried out with no foresight as the said location
will be excavated for remediation.

“We have been left out of the whole planning process, fisherfolk were not
informed about this project at all. While we are fighting for a scientific clean
up of the river, dangerous projects like this are being located here” said a
member of the Ennore Anaithu Meenava Grama Kootamaipu.

Fisherfolk in Ennore have expressed grave safety concerns as no scientific
study to ascertain the safety of laying such a pipeline through the wetland
has been conducted. Transmission of high pressure gas through such fragile
ecosystems could have dangerous consequences, such as hugely
contaminating leaks and or/explosions.

“There is no information available to see if the company has conducted any
safety studies. We are totally dependent on the river for our livelihoods.
Given they are laying the pipeline through the river, any leak or explosion will
only further damage the ecosystem and push us into further hardship”
expressed another fisherman from Ennore Creek.

The project has commenced without obtaining any mandatory Environment
or Coastal Regulation Zone clearance from the respective authorities. No
licence under Air and Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Acts have
been obtained either.

For More Information Visit - www.storyofennore.wordpress.com

Contact : Ravindran, Ennore Anaithu Meenava Grama Kootamaipu -
7358756165 ; Pooja, Coastal Resource Centre - 9791122180
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